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Edward Weston

Edward Weston was one of the most important and influential American photographers.  Born in 1886 in Highland Park, Illinois, he began taking photographs at the young age of sixteen.  He went on to receive a formal education in photography from the Illinois College of Photography.  He began his career in California, working as a retoucher in a portrait studio until he later opened his own studio in Tropico, California.  Weston continued to work in California until 1923 when he moved to Mexico City and opened a studio there.  After three years in Mexico he moved back to California.  He went on to found the influential photography group, called Group f/64, along with other photographers like Ansel Adams and Imogen Cunningham.  In 1936 Weston became the first photographer to receive the Guggenheim fellowship for experimental work.  Weston began to develop Parkinson’s disease in 1946 and was forced to stop taking photographs in 1948.  He died ten years later in 1958.
Edward Weston’s style of photography is quite distinctive.  He is most famous for his nudes and his natural studies.  His work shows his interest in lines and shapes seen in everyday life.  Many of his nudes are close up shots of specific body parts such as feet, legs or lower back which are sometimes difficult to identify right away.  His natural studies show a similar style.  His subjects were usually a single vegetable, such as a pepper or artichoke or seashells.  His photographs of these objects, as well as those of the nudes, show the beauty and variety of lines and shapes that can be found in nature.  Weston also did works depicting landscapes.  Many of these landscapes show the same emphasis on curving lines, such as his photos of sand dunes.  Weston’s style progressed throughout his life; later in his career he shifted interest to more complex compositions.  He did another series of nudes on sand dunes but now instead of concentrating on a specific part of the body he showed the entire body and included a background.  This preference for more complex compositions is evident also in works such as his photograph of the St. Bernard Cemetery from 1941.  Here Weston includes many grave stones and trees in the background in stead of shooting a close up of a single element as he probably would have done earlier in his career.  Despite changes over time, Weston’s style is distinctive and beautiful, establishing him as one of America’s most famous photographers.
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